15 The Czech education system

The Czech education system is based on a long tradition beginning in 1774, when compulsory
school attendance was instituted.

There are all types of education — preschool, elementary, secondary, university and
postgraduate.

Preschool education

créches - for little kids up to the age of 3
kindergarten - also called a nursery school, for kids from 3 1o 6 years old

Elementarv education

Compulsory school attendance takes nine years, usually from the age of 6 ill the age of 15.

It is divided in two cycles. The first eycle is from the age of 6 to 10. They learn to write, read
and count, basics of sciences. The second cycle is from 10 to 14 years of age. They get ready
for secondary school.

The school year usually starts on September 1st and ends on June 31%,

The students have many holidays during the school year, such as Autumn, Christmas, Spring
Break, Eastern and so on.

The classes usually take 45 minutes and are followed by a 10 or 5 mimute break. The students
have also a lunch break that takes 45 minutes.

To evaluate the results of students' work, there is a classification scale of grades from 1 (the
best) to 5 (the worst) applied in the Czech Republic.

Pupils obtain a summary classification (report cards) that state the received grades for each
subject.

Secondary education

The secondary education usually lasts for 4 years,
It ends with a school-leaving examination (Maturita) which is required by all universities and
colleges.
s language. chools
There are many types of secondary schools: |, technical = téchnick4 ~schools. ;" business schools

+ grammar schools - the students gain general knowledge and they get ready for universities

* schools for apprentices - schools that give students special education, for example music schools, art

schools, agricultural schools and so on. -

’ * special schools - schools for retarded children
vocational schools - they train students for special jobs and do not expect the students to goto
universities * boarding schools ~ school at which the pupils receive
board and lodging during the schoof
term

Tertiary education

Tertiary education includes advanced vocational and university education,

Higher vocational education deepens general and professiona} knowledge and takes three
years in the daily form, practice incl .
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Kindergarten - also called a nursery school, for kids from 3 to 6 years old

Elementary education

Compulsory school attendance takes nine Yyears, usually from the age of 6 till the age of 15,
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University education is available to all applicants with completed secondary education (i.e.
leaving exam) that successfully pass the entrance exam.

Most universities have the following accredited degree programs:

Bachelor's: Usually a three-year course of study in which students get an elementary survey
of highly specialized areas. Students can either leave their studies after these three years, or
they can complete it by means of a leaving exam including the defence of a bachelor's thesis,
or may continue into the master's program, where they can achieve a narrower specialization.

Master's: Operates either as five-year (or, more precisely, six-year), or as two-year programs
following bachelor's studies. During the course, students gain both a basic survey of highly
specialized subjects and a certain grade of specialization. The program culminates with
students taking required state leaving exams and defending their diploma thesis.

Engineering: Relates to technical and economic fields,

The best known university is probably Charles University in Prague, founded during the
reign of the Czech king Charles IV in 1348.

Ouestions to this topic:

Can you tell me something about your elementary school?
Can you tell me something about your secondary school?

What foreign language have you studied?

How long have you been studying the language?

Why do students in the CR study foreign languages?

Do you think that a foreign language is important for you? Why?
What other foreign language would you like to learn? Why?
Would you like to go abroad to learn a foreign language? Why?
What is the most difficult thing about studying a foreign language?
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University education is available to all applicants with completed secondary education (i.e.
leaving exam) that successfully pass the entrance exam.,

Most universities have the following accredited degree programs:

Bachelor's: Usually a three-year course of study in which students get an elementary survey
of highly specialized areas. Students can either leave their studies after these three years, or
they can complete it by means of a leaving exam including the defence of a bachelor's thesis,
or may continue into the master's program, where they can achieve a narrower specialization.

Master's: Operates either as five-year (or, more precisely, six-year), or as two-year programs
following bachelor's studies. During the course, students gain both a basic survey of highly
specialized subjects and a certain grade of specialization, The program culminates with
students taking required state leaving exams and defending their diploma thesis.

Engineering: Relates to technical and economic fields.

The best known univetsity is probably Charles University in Prague, founded during the
reign of the Czech king Charles IV in 1348.

Can you tell me something about your elementary school?
Can you tell me something about your secondary school?

What foreign language have you studied?

How long have you been studying the language?

Why do students in the CR study foreign languages?

Do you think that a foreign language is important for you? Why?
What other foreign language would you like to learn? Why?
Would you like to go abroad to learn a foreign language? Why?
What is the most difficult thing about studying a foreign langnage?
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The Czech
education
system

TASK: read the following artide
and try to 61l In the gaps with the most
approptiate words from the box below.
{Solution on p3)

age, an, husiness, ceremany,
degrae, entrance, grades/marks,
graduares/studems,

' handicapped/disabled, jolis,
ghilgatory/compolsory, optional,
piimary/elementary, private,
school-feaving, state, state,
subjects, thesis, uniforms

in the CZgch Republic all children go
to 5ohodd from U 1) cwev s Of B 10
- 13, because school attenddnes is
"compulsory. Sityear-olds srroll In the
" ANEYEar 2) iywsseinensr SCHODY. Most
phildren attend 3) v.cersicen.. SChools
whera education is free of eharge but
there gre al50 S0 B) .oneurvenrver
schools where parents have o
participate In covering expenses of the
edacation of their shildrew, antd-church
religious sehools, Physivally or mentally
B eviversivemnns  GhHilren are educated in
special scheois,
Prirsary schodls have 2 steges.
Childten i the first-five grades are
miostly taught by one class teacher, Clder
ghildren (6 - 9 grade) have mors teachers

who spectalize fn varous &) ....... e el
Czech, math, physies, chemistry, history,
geography, biology, ete.

Puplis in the ‘CR a0 not Wear
TV corsemenanicrs 10 SCHOOL The sehool
year starts on 15t Septeinber, and ends
en june 30th, when puptis get their
Sehool report With 8) ,resueeiie OM
% 10 5. in the Sth, 7th or Bth class,
chilien tY 10 PASS B) wumesvvorvars

* gxams and continue their studies at

a sechndary ‘schoal..

Students can entgll in secondary
goneral school {grammar schooly which
prepares its Students for university
studies and lasts 4,6 or B years.
Students complete their studies with
8 A0) cerrivnnsens @XQTY, WHIGH 1S
requited for all universities and’
colleges, The sxam Is takenin
4 sybjects. Czech and a forglgn -

languages are 19) vueemns e, angd math,

history, biology, physies. chemistry,
geography, music, ait or civies are
L2 eceisrreirasas

Segondary technical schools (S08)
frale stedens for various branches:
chemistry, glassmaking or ariculture:
Econormics can be studied at
ABY avevsanieneenee GOlBEES, culture,
singing, dancing and drama at
A4 wovraniervennns SEhonls. Most of the
caurses 1ast 4 years and then the
gtudents can apply Tor eniversity-or go
to work.

Secontiary vicational schools {S0Y)
traln apprentioes - future bakers,
brickiayers, heirdressers ¢te. for
Practical I8) vaaaimn,

tniversity educationis provided from

3 to & years. Most secondary sehool
18) scirneeven. NOVE 10 pass an '
entrance exam, Students can study at
the: School of Esonomics, Facully of
Law, Faculty of journalism, Teacher's
Training College, Fasulty of Medicine,
Facully of Stience eig, The unlversity is
firished With & A7) ceouvemes: XM,
Students have to defend

8 AB) . cievennieares HY OTCET 10 FRCRIVE

& dinfoma st a graduation

AYY . emvriteriomes ARG Byppar courses
they receive a Bachalor's .

20 icressinarinn, SF0EF 4 and-Syent
courses a-Master's degrae.

 Jana Kubtrkovd (teachier of Bngliah & the
Gymindatiis Buddoviskd io Pragua £

*
¥
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TASK: Read the following artide
and try to il in the gaps with the mos:
appropriate words from thi box below,
{Selution on p3)

age, art, business, cerenoby,
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_ gradiates/students,

" handisapped/disabled, jobs,
obligatory/compulsery, optianal,
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school-feaving, state, state,
subjects, thests, untforms

.o the-Ciech Republic alt children go
to sehoat fram the X) caeon. of G 10
18, because school aitendance is
compulsory. Sivyearolds anroll in the
DINGFEBN 2) wremvesrenreees SCHOOY. MDSE
Ehifdren attend 3} iweninen. Sthoots
whera edusation is free of charge but
there are also S0ME 4) wovmemserer
schools where parents have 10
participate in covering expenses of the
education of thelr ehildren, and church
religious schools., Physisally or mentaliy
BYuriviiinenn Ghildien are educated in

. spacial schogls.

Primary schools hiave 2 stages.
Chiidren in the first five grades are
‘mostly taught by one class teacher. Qider
chilldien (6 - 9 grade) have more teachars
who speoralize v various 6) .ooeenn -
Czech, math, physics, chemistry, history,
geography, biology, ete.

Puplls in the CR 40 not wear
7} wiersrmnsreninns 10 BCHOBL The -school
year starts on 15t Septemnber, and ends
on Juhie 30th, when puplis get their
sehool report WIth BY vuiessseaee fGM
1 to 5. in the Bth, Tth of Oth class,
children try 10 Pass 3) cuvrvsvanss
exams and continde their studies ay
a secondary school.

Students can enrolt In secondary
general school [granunar school} which
prepares its students for university
studles and fEsts 4, 6 or 8 vears.
Studerts complete thelr studies with
8 0] cresrienrenss BXRM, Whish is
required for all universities and.
satleges, The exam is taken in
4 sybjects. Czech and g forelgn
languages are 14) cuconnen.. and math,
higtory, biclogly, physies, chemistry, )
geography, musie, art or ¢ivies are
. RN

Secondary techriical schosts (505)
traln students for various branches:
chemistry, gtassmaking or agtculture,
Economics gan be studied af
A3Y ierarenien.. Colleges, culfure,

. singing, dancing and drama at
A4} <oy seeraranes SENDOLS. Most of the
courses jast 4 years and then the
students can apply Tor university or go
to work.

Seeondary vocational séhools (SOU)
train apprentices - future bakers,
bricklayers, hairdesssers dte. for
prastical LB} viecaiin.

University educatian Is plovided from
3 to B years. Mest secondary schoal
48} .ivirinseonens. haVe to.pass an p
entrance exam, Students gan study at
the Schoo! of Economies, Factilty of
Law, Faculty of Journahism, Teacher's
Training Coltege, Faculty of Medicine,
Faculty of Science ste. The university is
finighed With 8 17} v, SXam,
Students have to defend
3 18) corvearninsens 11 OVAEY to rECEIVE
a diploma at a graduation
EBY cmeiversennanes Kllor Iytar soirses
they regelve 8 Bachelor's
20) sovmnnreriaines, Bfter 4 and Syear
courses a Mastor's degrae.

L3

* Jania Rbinkova (teacher of Brglists &, e
Gymndahuss Bod$jeviskd in Prague 4)



Maturita Card 18: Education

@ Do you like going to schooal?

Yes, | like it because... my friends are there / the
teachers are nice / learn a lot / it gives me something
to do. No, | don't like it because... it's boring / the
classes are hard / | don't iearn anything. ! like my
classes / the teachers but | don't like that | have to get
up so early / that | have to take / do tests.

® What subjects do students study at secondary
schools? »

There are basic / core subjects such as maths / Czech

/ foreign languages. Students also have humanities,

which include history / civics / history of art, and

science which consists of physics / chemistry / biology

/ geography. Usually students have to attend physical

education / PE classes. More specialized schools may

offer accounting / typing / technical drawing.

® What's your favourite subject?

I like maths because it is challenging / different. | like
English because... it helps me listen to music /lwant
to travel. | like history because... ! like to learn about
the past /| am interested in how things happened.

I like art because... 1 can be creative / it is different from
my other classes. | like biology because it studies life /
how nature works.

® What's a typical school day like for you?

1arrive at school early / (ate / at 9 am. | have classes /

1 go to three classes / | have English and history then it
is time for lunch / lunchtime, In the afternoon / After
the break / After lunch | have more classes/igo home
/1study and do my homework.

® Tell me about your study habits...

I study a lot because... my subjects are hard / | want
to do well /1 have a lot of homework. | like to study
/lusually study in the evenings / at school / at the
weekends and need to be... alone / at school/ in the
library / with friends. | hate studying because... it’s
boring / I'd rather be with my friends / | don’t like my
school subjects. I' spend three hours a day studying /
Every day | study for three hours,

® How do you learn best?

Ilearn Best in class / at school because | need / like the
teacher to explain things / to be with others learning /
to talk to my classmates about the subject. } learn best
alone / on my own because... | can study what | want /
I learn a lot from books / reading / the internet, Usually
| remember more of what I've learned when I've read
about it / heard someone talk about it / written an
essay / report about it / taken a test on it. | have to
memorize things / learn by heart,

Bridge

® What do you think about exams?

I think exams are important / useful because they
show how much you've tearned / tell you what you
need to work on / you need them to graduate. Exams
are stupid / a waste of time because we spend too
much time studying for them / we could use the time
to learn more / different things. ! think exams are
useful / helpfut but they can be stressful / difficult for
some students and don't help / give a true picture of
how a student is doing / learning.

® What do you think about the issue of uniforms in
school?

I think uniforms are wrong because no one should

tell you what to wear / students can't be themselves /

they are ugly / boring, | think uniforms are a good idea

/ good thing because then everyone is the same / if

someone doesn't have nice clothes they don t have to

feel ashamed / embarrassed / it makes schoo. about

learning, not fashion.

® What do you think could be improved at your
school?
I think my school should have more computers /
teachers / study space / books. There are not enough
classes / resources for all the students, Lunches /
classrooms could also be improved at my school
because they are bad / old. | also think the school day
should be shorter / longer because we need more
time / less time to study / see our teachers / to learn.

® Do you think education is important and why or
why not?

Yes, education is very important because you need it

to get a job / be successful / earn money. Education

gives you things to talk about / something interesting

to do / the chance to do different things. | don't think

/ believe education is important because it's better

to learn in the real world / I don't need it for work / it

costs too much / it takes too long / it's a waste of time.

® Will you continue your education after
graduation?
Yes, | want to go to university and study English /
history / computers because | want to find a good job
/1like to learn / meet a lot of interesting people. No,
won't continue my education because | don't need it
/1 already have a job / it's expensive / I'd rather spend
my time working.
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